
Roaring swoonfuls of the human double helix
Dubble In tt: A Roaratorio in Praise of the Progenitors af the

Human Genome,
Phi l ip Harvey and Rod Baket

based on Joyce's FinnegansWake

Tlier.e $,as not a bloorl in sight but all hailed to the hul.nau

geuorne fol Bloornsday in Melbourne's- evening pelfor-

i,rurt.. this year. Phil l ip Harvey and Rod Baker's delightfLrl
..Dubble In It: A Roaratorio in Praise of the Progenitors of the

Human Genome" translomred Joyce's babble on the pages of

I: innegctn's I ' ILtke it lto a oratorio in sevelt forrns' The potentiais

and p'articularit ies of ortr chrourosoules' f irst explained by

.toy.. a, the clouble helix seven years before it rvas discovered'

u,as trar,ersed tionl tango blustering to a hallelujah choms ancl

s i l ly  r ia lks i t t  bctr ieel t .
The ever.ring comnlencecl lvith the inttoduction to the hutnau

genome in su'oollfuis' Anna Scheer latnented "The pleasures of

l"ove'. rvhilst David Adanson urade us f-eel rvhat Joyce "l l leant

about it" leaving tls srnottl<iering just in ti l l ,e lol t l .re tango'

Inpar. t I I ' . . |hetangolectr t re ' ,Kir .kAlexar idetrr 'ast l ret t t r i r ,et . -
sity piot-essor in fl ights of entltusiasm aboLrt the double helix Fle

,, 'us ..,., l t,to11y eclged out b,r' a pair olzealous tangoists ^

The clance of  iove becarne auint i t rate coupl ing iu"her and

1iim". part III. He (Davicl) ancl Slie ( 'Tane McAnlrLtt; nroved tlonr

introspective tnttsitrgs hke chloruosonie pait ' i t igs edging each

other on to$,ards vocal histrionics ("lr is t-atherioirnson" "her

l i r t le nrary")betbrc gett ing ovcl  l t '

Then tir ings got reaily l ively' Pait IV "Reckonition" called for
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a Gilbert ancl Sull ivan chorus led by Bil l Johnson. "with helixes

so splenciid", Bill reminclecl one of a r.nad band stand leader com-

rnanding l-ris ..betrr,ixt.'' ..yesterclicks'' altd ..tlr.otrraries.' out of a

rvorci box of son.rethings into sotnething at least highly comical'

Palt V "The Plainchant ol the Cloudyphiz", reminded us of

tl-re changeability of the human coLllltellallce' and the ltnnlal.t

physiognomy ibr 
-sood 

llleastll'e. alrd in the ettd rve were ellcour-

agcd to drink to chalt-u.e.

We then eutered a Gregorian Plainchant coupied rvith au

Elizabethan rnaclrigal tbr part VI "A Coil of Cord"' Jane's l i l t ing

"a colleen coy" sent l l1al1y an eyelid dou'n to absorb the echoes

of love pleastlres long goue.

The oratior.r f iuale ri 'as a Messiah-inspired Hallelujah Cho-

rus with tire cast atrd audience singing "Your ominence! Yottr

Intminencel Arrd delicted fratemitreesl" The conclusion of the

perfbnnance u'as .loyce's lvords aloue "A \\ 'a)/ a lone it lnst a
i i n long tl.re,. leaving the ar.rdience in a stare of transcen-

dence. And then rve sang againl

KevinLo. lv iusicalDirector. t l r readedatrdaccot lpaniedthc-
perlbmauce beautii ir l ly rvith a l ' t lstic solo violin' and Brenda

Adclie's dir.ectior.r fbcusecl on using theatricality - hsnvy aco-

cien.ric garb iri blacks and ABC-pril lcess accerlt to achieve a

sense of lntelligence l't'onl the rnad l'ords The perfbm.ratrce

cleliverecl on 1ilts. lotts. laugilter and lefi l.ress'

The atmospheric Mont,v's otl Smith Street ir l Fitzroy ri 'as

a pelt 'ect bacidrop: lofty and yet the tables sttrror'rnding tlte

grouncl-level theatfe space brought the action up close'
Roz Hames
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